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The Issue: 
 

Funding is needed for Parks Canada to complete the permanent protection of Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho 
National Historic Site in the NWT, culturally and ecologically significant lands for the Sahtu Dene. 
 
Background: 
 

Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho (Grizzly Bear 
Mountain and Scented Grass Hills) National 
Historic Site comprises two large peninsulas 
on the west side of Great Bear Lake, NWT.  

Sahoyúé and ��ehdacho are important 
cultural and spiritual areas for the Sahtu 
Dene, as well as outstanding examples of 
northern boreal forest with healthy wildlife 
populations.  While the designation of 

Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho as a National Historic 
Site recognizes its importance as a cultural 
landscape to the community of Dél�ne and 
to the people of Canada, it does not 
permanently protect the areas, leaving them 
vulnerable to the impacts of industrial 
development.   
 
Since 1991, the community of Dél�ne has been working to permanently protect these lands.  The 
proposal for protection enjoys strong local support and no opposition from industry.  The main 
outstanding requirement is federal funding for Parks Canada to complete the process of permanent 

protecting Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho.  Funding was sought in the 2005 federal budget through the Parks 
Canada Historic Places Initiative, but was not received. 
 
Benefits of permanent protection: 
 

�  Preservation of the oral history and traditions associated with these lands, which will help 
sustain current and future generations of Sahtu Dene and enrich the lives of all Canadians; 

�  Increased recognition of aboriginal culture and history in the national historic sites system, 
in collaboration with the local aboriginal community; 

�  Complete protection of the first site under the NWT Protected Areas Strategy (NWT-PAS), 
which will provide a model to other communities of the effectiveness of the PAS in 
protecting important cultural and ecological lands ahead of large scale industrial 
development; 
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�  Protection of the first site under the Mackenzie Valley Five Year Action Plan (2004-2009) 
for the NWT-PAS; 

�  An immediate concrete outcome for the Northern Strategy under the pillars of protecting the 
environment and culture of the north, and 

�  Establishment a large new protected area in the boreal forest – a priority region for 
conservation in Canada. 

 
Progress to date: 
 

�  1991-- the community of Dél�ne identified Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho as a priority for permanent 
protection due to the cultural significance of the lands to the Sahtu Dene; 

�  1998 – Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho was designated a National Historic Site, at which time the 
Minister of Canadian Heritage promised the community of Dél�ne that these areas would 
become part of the National Parks system; 

�  1999 – Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho became the first candidate protected area under the NWT PAS 
– a community driven process that aims to establish a network of protected areas in the 
NWT; 

�  2000 -- Parks Canada agreed to be the sponsoring agency for permanently protecting 

Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho under the NWT-PAS;  
�  2001 -- Interim protection from industrial development was provided for Sahoyúé - 

��ehdacho for five years, to allow the process of permanently protecting the lands to be 
completed; 

�  2001 to 2005 –Studies were completed that confirmed the cultural and ecological 

significance of Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho, but little progress was made towards permanent 
protection; 

�  2005 -- Parks Canada requested a renewal of the interim protection order.  No funding is 
available to complete protection of this important cultural and ecological landscape, in spite 
of promises made to the local community of Dél�ne. 

 
What is needed? 
 
With strong community support, no third-party development interests and as the first site to move 

through the NWT-PAS process, Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho is ready to be protected.  Adequate 
resources and political support are needed to ensure that the cultural landscape of Sahoyúé -

��ehdacho is protected for the Sahtu Dene, Northerners and all Canadians. 
 

Funding is needed for Parks Canada to complete the permanent protection of Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho 
National Historic Site.  An initial estimate of the cost of completing and operating this site is $8 
million over five years.  The Northern Strategy provides a mechanism for acquiring this funding and 

completing the permanent protection of Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho. 
 
For more information: 
 

Leroy Andre, Sahoyúé - ��ehdacho Community Coordinator, Dél�ne   (867) 589-8119 
Alison Woodley, CPAWS-NWT, Ottawa (613) 569-7226 ext. 227 
Erica Janes, CPAWS-NWT, Yellowknife (867) 873-9893 


